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Homework Policy 

 

The Board of Management of Monasteroris National School recognises homework as an 
integral link in the chain of communication between school and home. Homework provides 
the children with the opportunity of revisiting learning experiences encountered during the 
day and of practising the skills and concepts associated with those learning experiences.  
 

Aims of this policy: 
 Promote the use of homework to consolidate learning and work being done at 

school  
 Promote consistency and a uniform approach to homework across all teachers and 

class levels 
 Keep parents/guardians in touch and involved in their child’s/children’s education  
 Develop and encourage the habit of independent study  
 Enable children to develop a sense of responsibility and independence  
 Enhance self-esteem through the provision of a work menu that is doable 
 Further develop links between home and school    

 

Guidelines for Teachers 

 Homework should be an integral part of the subject being taught and given in order 
to consolidate work done, not as an exercise in isolation.  

 Homework should never be given unless the teacher has prepared and explained 
what is to be done.  

 Homework must be consistent, a small amount, given in such a way as to form a 
pattern for the children so that they are most likely to remember it.  

 Teachers will check that homework is being done and will give extra help where 
difficulties occur.  

 The following are guidelines for time spent at homework. Different children will 
complete the same homework in different lengths of time. Time spent will vary from 
day to day and also from the beginning to the end of the school year.   
 

Junior Infants Up to 15 minutes 

Senior Infants Up to 20 minutes 

First Class Up to 30 minutes 

Second Class Up to 30 minutes 

Third Class Up to 40 minutes 

Fourth Class Up to 50 minutes 

Fifth Class Up to 60 minutes 

Sixth Class Up to 60 minutes 

 

 

 Where pupils are receiving additional support from a member of the SET teacher the 
class teacher and Special Education Teacher will collaborate in relation to the nature 
and type of homework the child is to receive. Homework should not exceed the 
times indicated above.  
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 Homework is given from Monday to Thursday. Homework is not normally given over 
the weekend, however, if homework has been neglected during the week it may be 
assigned for the weekend.   

 All classroom teachers will clearly communicate with parents an overall synopsis of 
typical homework tasks and associated expectations for their child at the beginning 
of the school year. This will also include when homework should be submitted. This 
may vary for different class groupings depending on class level.  

 Assigning Homework: Teachers will assign homework in a manner most suitable for 
their particular class grouping. This may be through Aladdin Connect or Google 
Classroom. Teachers are unavailable after school hours to reply to homework 
queries. Parents/Pupils may discuss any questions with the classroom teacher the 
following day at school or via phone/email.  

 

Sample overview of homework which may be provided per night: 

Junior Infants Sound Book  
English Reading  
Flash Cards 

One page per week in sound book (writing)  
One maths activity per week.  

Senior Infants Flash Cards 

English Reading  
One English written activity per week.  
One Maths written activity per week.  

First Class English Spellings  
Tables  
English Reading  
One English written activity per week.  
One Maths written activity per week.  

Second Class English Reading  
English Spellings  
Irish Spellings 

Tables revision  
Maths revision written activity (1night per week) 
English revision written activity (1 night per week) 

Third & Fourth Class English Reading  
English Spellings  
Irish Reading 

Irish Spellings 

Tables revision  
Maths revision written activity  (1 night per week) 
English revision written activity  (1 night per week) 

Fifth & 6th Class English Reading 

English Spellings 

English Vocabulary Sheet 
Irish Reading  
Irish Spellings  
Irish Vocabulary Sheet 
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One Irish verb to learn per week  
Tables revision  

  
Expectations of Pupils 

 Return their homework on time  
 Complete and present their homework to the best of their ability  
 Appreciate that study tasks and learning spellings and tables are just as important as 

written tasks   
 

Guidelines for Parents 

 Establish a set routine and time for your child to do his/her homework. 
 Supervise completion of children’s homework (even in the senior classes).  
 Provide your child with an area free from distractions. 
 Provide your child with good lighting and necessary materials such as pencils, 

coloured pencils, paper and a dictionary.  
 As children tire towards late evening, encourage the completion of homework as 

early as possible.  
 Be a resource for your child, but don’t hover over him or her with constant advice or 

do their work for your son/daughter. Remember that sometimes the best help is a 
word of encouragement, or an acknowledgement of the good effort that is being 
made!  

 Forward a note to the teacher if homework has not been completed due to 
unforeseen circumstances.  

 If homework causes stress or worry to the child, parents are encouraged to convey 
these anxieties to the class teacher.  

 Children often feel that reading and “learning by heart” are not real homework. 
Parents can play an important role in listening to reading and items to be learned 
ensuring work is done well.  

 Please be available to check whether the assignment has been completed. Once 
completed, praise your child for completing homework.  

 

In general, be encouraging and supportive, your 

attitude is contagious! 
 


