
 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

What a school year it has been! When we reopened in September we didn’t know what lay ahead; staff, pupils and 

parents were anxious and at times no doubt a little overwhelmed at the prospect of returning to school. However, as I 

write this on the last day of the school year I can confidently say, we did it, we have made it! It is without a doubt that 

this has been a challenging year for everyone in our school community. However, we were united in our approach and 

commitment to keeping our school open and our pupils safe.  

Thank you for keeping your child home when there was any doubt of an illness and for always being willing to adhere to 

school policy and guidelines. Thank you for the commitment and dedication shown to continuing your child’s learning 

during periods of school closures. You have all played such a significant role in the success of our school year.  

I would also like to extend a sincere thank you to each staff member of our school, who have all worked tirelessly 

throughout the school year to adhere to many new routines. Their willingness to go above and beyond in every aspect of 

their role to ensure a safe, happy and educational learning environment for all our pupils in these unprecedented times 

has been exceptional.   

As a school community we overcame many hurdles this year. The future is looking brighter and we hope that in the 

coming months things will continue to improve. While our return to school in August will no doubt involve adherence to 

similar routines, we will be returning with the understanding that if we all work together we can do it!  

I would like to wish you all a peaceful, healthy and relaxing summer holidays with your families. I look forward to 

welcoming you all back to Monasteroris National School in August and thank you for your ongoing support.   

Le gach dea-ghuí,  

Yvonne Payne  

  

 

 On Monday we held a Zoom graduation ceremony for our graduating class of 2021. Our eleven 

6th class pupils shared prayers, poems and their ‘shining moments’ from primary school with their families. It 

was a lovely send off for Aoife, Abi, Sophie, Róisin, Rachel, Jenny, Emma, Brannagh, Cormac, William and 

Ciaran. We wish them the very best of luck in secondary school. We have no doubt that they will continue to 

do great. Congratulations to our class of 2021! 



 

 

Our Parents Association would like to 
extend their thanks for your extremely 
generous support of their recent virtual 
fun run/walk event. To date a total of 
1,140euro has been raised. These funds 
will play a significant role in enhancing 
the learning experiences and 
opportunities of our pupils.  
 
Thank you to each member of the Parents 
Association for their support and 
commitment to our school and pupils 
throughout the school year. 

 

  

Our first ever Active Schools Week was a huge 

success! Our pupils enjoyed such a variety of 

activities; soccer, Gaelic Football, Tag rugby, Pilates, 

table tennis, tennis, skipping, orienteering and much 

more. The addition of the inflatable obstacle course 

was very well received by both pupils and staff who 

all had ample opportunities to enjoy it! Some pupils 

had the opportunity to race school staff through the 

obstacle course, the competition was strong! 

Teachers feel pupils had an advantage as they had 

the opportunity to practice prior to the races   

You can find many pictures of this week on our 

school website.  

We have some exciting news! In the coming school year, we hope to begin development of an outdoor 

classroom area and a school garden. We are very fortunate in Monasteroris National School to have 

fantastic outdoor space and this is something which we would like to utilise more of. On part of the pitch 

area (to the right outside the PE hall) we hope to develop four areas; composting, a wild flower garden, 

raised planting beds for each class grouping and an outdoor classroom. We also hope to add more native 

Irish trees throughout this area. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has given us all a greater appreciation for the outdoors and nature. We want to 

ensure that our school provides all our pupils with opportunities to make a positive contribution to the 

environment and that their knowledge and experiences of nature and growing foods are rewarding, 

educational and fun! 

When we return to school in September we will have more information about this exciting project. Until 

then, we ask you to consider if you or perhaps your place of employment or personal business would be 

willing to sponsor part of this development. For example, we estimate that the cost of one raised planting 

bed may be 150euro, or a native Irish tree 50 euro, or even a recycled plastic durable seating bench and 

table 400euro. Is this something you would like to sponsor? We would be happy to promote/acknowledge 

your business or place of employment on school newsletters or on our school website and Facebook page. 

Similarly, anonymous contributions will be most welcome. 

This is a very exciting new venture for our school and pupils. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We hope all our pupils have a fantastic summer break. We look forward to welcoming 

them all back to school on Tuesday August 31st. We will be in touch in mid-August to share 

any important information relating to our reopening.  


