
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Note  

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

As another month passes in our school, our 

pupils have once again showed their resilience 

and determination to keep learning despite 

what obstacles they may meet along the way. 

November has been a challenging month for 

many of our pupils and their families, yet we 

can still be proud of what we have achieved 

and overcome.  

I thank you all mostly sincerely for your 

support and the precautions you have all taken 

so that we could return promptly to in school 

teaching and learning for many of our pupils.   

December is often the highlight of our school 

year for our pupils and we have no doubt that 

this will be true of this year also. We have 

many things to look forward to and will enjoy 

making our school as festive as possible for 

our pupils!  

Wishing you all continued good health over the 

coming weeks.  

Kind regards,  

Mrs. Y. Payne   
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‘Science Week’ is one of our pupils favourite 

weeks of the school year. Pupils in 5th & 6th class 

focused on STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths) and they excitedly began 

engaging with the Offaly County Council Vex IQ 

Robotics programme. They have so far 

constructed the large playing field required to 

compete, and two robots. We look forward to 

learning lots more about coding over the coming 

weeks and to get our robots moving! The pupils 

will also have the opportunity to compete against 

many other schools in Offaly as part of this 

initiative. Keep an eye on our facebook page 

where we will share photographs of our progress.  

Pupils in Ms Melbourne’s room were extremely 

busy with their STEM challenge as they were 

tasked with creating a marble run. They also 

enjoyed creating a lava lamp and participated in 

scientific zoom sessions run by Midland Science.            

          

Mrs Poyntz class made lava lamps, fizzy balloons 

(with gloves!) and held a STEM competition to 

see who could make the longest paper chain 

possible with one sheet of paper. Well done to all 

our pupils and staff for their enthusiastic 

engagement.  

 

 

Our school will be closed 

on Wednesday 1st December to facilitate 

staff training. This is a Department of 

Education mandated school closure.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Our Parents Association held their AGM via zoom this month and it was a huge success and very 

enjoyable. Thank you to all who attended. It was lovely to meet with you all virtually. 

During the meeting we welcomed three new committee members which will no doubt be a huge help to our 

existing members. Brid Crampton remains as our PTA chairperson, Trudi Crampton rejoins our committee 

as treasurer and Pamela Potterton remains as secretary. Thank you to all our existing and new members. 

Your dedication to our school and pupils is greatly appreciated. 

We would also like to express our sincere thanks to Cliona Lewis for her invaluable talk on Covid-19 in 

children from the perspective of a GP. It was extremely beneficial and your time was greatly 

appreciated. 

Our new Parents Association Committee has been very busy since their AGM and have organised a 

fantastic Christmas raffle. Today our pupils will bring home a raffle card. Pupils may collect/buy lines 

themselves (2euro per line) and are asked to return the card and money raised in a sealed envelope by 

Wednesday 15th December. 

There are fantastic prizes to be won such as; 

 2 x €75 hampers donated by Crampton Engineering & Peat 

 Oven ready home reared bronze or black turkey donated by David Crampton 

 €50 euro voucher for Eden Deli 

 €50 one for all voucher donated by Looking Woof Professional Dog Grooming 

 Voucher from Glen Cullen for a wash, cut and blow dry. 

 Voucher for Anna Marie Boutique 

 Turf donated by Ken Payne 

 Natural Oil hamper donated by K9 Dog training 

 Tub of Chocolates and many other prizes  

I am sure you will agree that these are superb raffle prizes and would be enjoyed by all this Christmas. 

We thank you in advance for your contributions to this raffle. Winners will be announced before the 

Christmas holidays so that prizes can be distributed.   

Of course we can’t forget about our ‘seller prizes’. Some lucky pupils may also win prizes for their effort! 

(Rumour has it that a homework pass may be involved )  

Thank you most sincerely to all individuals and businesses who have given generously to this raffle.  

 

  

A fantastic sum of 308euro was raised for Temple Street Children’s Hospital. Thank you for your 

generous contributions. As always, we all thoroughly enjoyed the day!  



 
 

 

After the huge success of last years Santa 

Dash fundraiser we hope to hold another 

Santa Dash on Tuesday 21st of December. 

The pupils are invited to dress up in all of 

their Christmas sparkle and festive wear! 

In keeping with our ‘Active Schools’ status 

we will once again aim to run/walk/jog 

100km collectively around our school. We 

hope that our efforts will inspire you to 

sponsor your child to help raise some 

additional funds for our school. 

Unfortunately we are still unable to travel 

for our annual Christmas trip, but teachers 

are already busy planning some festive fun 

for the day for all of our pupils to enjoy. 

We hope that the pupils efforts may also 

be rewarded with a few additonal surprises 

for them on the day!  

 

In keeping with Reverend Sarah’s Jesse tree 

theme for our preparation to celebrate Advent 

and Christmas, our pupils will be busy over the 

coming weeks making some decorations for the 

churches in our parish. Keep an eye out for 

them when at a service over Christmas.  

 

There is a ‘Muddy Church Walk’ taking place on 

Sunday the 5th of December at 2:30pm leaving 

from Carbury Parish Hall which we have no 

doubt many of our pupils would enjoy   

All are welcome.  

 

In the coming months Mrs Melbourne will be establishing our schools first Student Council. 

The aim of the Student Council at primary level is to provide students with greater involvement in the 

decision making procedures of their school and to help them learn about how democracy works. This is 

an exciting new initiative and we have no doubt that our student council will be an invaluable resource 

for our school.  


