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Dear Parents/Guardians,
February has come and gone in a flash and it
didn’t disappoint! Our pupils have enjoyed many
extra-curricular activities this month, all of which
has enhanced our positive and exciting
atmosphere in our school.
The latest easing of Covid-19 restrictions will mean
that our pupils from 3rd to 6th class no longer have
to wear face masks if they do not wish to.
However, we understand that many of our pupils
will feel safer wearing a face mask at school and
this is completely acceptable. We suggest our
pupils do whatever makes them feel happier and
safest with regards to mask wearing.

Our student’s council would like to thank you for all of the
wonderful books that have been donated to help enhance our
classroom libraries. The student’s council were busy this week
as they began to sort through all of the donations. Your
contributions will be enjoyed by so many pupils of
Monasteroris in the years ahead.

The guidelines have not changed with regards to
not sending your child to school if they are unwell.
Thank you all most sincerely for doing your best to
adhere to this. It has ensured that our school is as
safe as it can be for our pupils and staff.
We have another busy month ahead with so many
activities to enjoy. This newsletter will outline
some events we are looking forward to.
Is mise le meas,
Yvonne Payne

Our school will be closed for a half
day (12:00pm) to facilitate staff training on
Wednesday 16th March. There will be no home
time buses on this day. School will be closed on
th
the 17thyou
& 18
March
St Patrick’s
Day and
Thank
all for
yourfor
continued
support.
It the
is
public holiday
as announced by the government.
greatly
appreciated.
Warmest wishes,
Y. Payne

During the month of February all of our pupils
were very busy with Valentine’s arts and crafts. They spread
love and kindness to all of their parents and those who live
close to our school by decorating the school grounds with
their Valentine’s crafts. Well done to all of our pupils for
engaging enthusiastically in their mission to spread love!

The time has come to announce an exciting fundraising week in our school. As you are all aware, this year we intend
to create an outdoor classroom, wild flower garden area and a school garden for our pupils. We know that the
addition of these areas and resources to our school would positively enhance the educational experiences of all our
pupils. In support of our fundraising endeavours many of our parents have come on board to help provide a week of
activities for all pupils to enjoy in the hope that parents and the wider school community would make a financial
contribution towards the development of these areas in our school. Some events that the pupils can look forward to
include:
 Peter Maguire will run a mile for every pupil (61 pupils) of our school during this fundraising week. On
Thursday 24th March he will complete the last few miles of his journey leaving from the school and arriving
back to the school for all our pupils to cheer him on and to thank him for his support.
 Eric Miller, former Irish rugby player, will provide a rugby coaching session for all pupils of our school.
 Jenny Miller, a qualified Pilates instructor will provide child friendly Pilates sessions to each class group.
 Heike Holstein will visit each classroom to talk to all of the pupils about dressage, her Olympic experiences
and to show the children some of her riding gear from her time representing Ireland in Tokyo.

 Crawford Kidd who is a talented avid cyclist will but out and about on his bike this week to help raise funds
for our school.
 Pupils in 5th & 6th class will be completing a 5km walk around Edenderry and pupils from Junior Infants to 4th
class will be aiming to complete a combined total of 15km walking on our school grounds.
Take a look at some photos which we hope will inspire the creation of these areas in our school.
Recycled outdoor plastic furniture for the outdoor classroom to ensure durability.

Outdoor Blackboards for teachers and pupils.

Wall Mounted Educational Board Games.

Wall mounted outdoor plaques of native Irish trees, birds and plants.

Outdoor inspiring wall murals.

Raised planting beds for each class group and the planting of more native Irish trees.

There are so many more wonderful educational additions we could make to this area with your
support. Closer to the time we will share with you how you can support this exciting development for our
school.

Our Parents Association have been busy putting some plans together for this term and next term for our pupils.
The Parents Association has kindly contributed €300 towards the cost of buses for the pupils swimming lessons
this term. This contribution is greatly appreciated and reduces the overall cost of swimming lessons for all pupils
attending.

Swimming lessons resume for all pupils from 2nd – 6th class on Wednesday 2nd March. The cost per pupil is €28 and
there is a payment option available through Aladdin. Pupils will complete 6 weeks of swimming lessons at
Edenderry swimming pool. This is an essential life skill and we are delighted our pupils can now reengage with
these lessons.

All pupils have now completed a session with our soccer coach Sarah. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the session.
We have added two new additional soccer goals to our equipment and we hope as the summer months’
approach that all classes will have access to a soccer goal during lunch times. We know this is something so many
pupils will enjoy.

There was great excitement last week as our pupils from 2nd – 6th recommenced their music lessons. Pupils in 2nd
– 4th class have been busy learning how to play the ukulele and pupils in 5th & 6th class have been enjoying
learning how to play the guitar. Well done everyone and a big welcome to Dave our new music teacher.

As part of our Seachtain na Gaeilge celebrations in
March, the pupils may wear any or all of the Irish colours to school on Wednesday 16th March. We look forward
to celebrating our Irish culture and language during this week.

